
 



WHO  WE  ARE.. .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends of MVLP: 

We are pleased to release the 2019 Impact Report for the  Mississippi      

Volunteer Lawyers Project. At the end of 2018, we set out to conduct a 

strategic plan for MVLP. Both the Board of Directors and staff sat down 

for a day-long retreat to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the  

organization and what we would like to accomplish in the next three 

years.  We are proud to report that the 2020-2022 Strategic Plan has 

been published, and snippets of the Plan are  provided in this report.  

MVLP has a renewed “2020 vision” which will allow us to expand our 

services and impact to even more Mississippians.   
 

While funding has decreased, the number of people who need our           

assistance has not.  In fact, MVLP saw an increase in the number of    

people who contacted us for services and the number of people who         

received assistance from us at 2019 clinics. Fortunately, we also saw an 

increase in attorneys and law students who rendered assistance to MVLP 

clients in 2019. This speaks volumes for the legal profession and for 

MVLP.  MVLP indeed plays a critical role in delivering access to justice.   
 

Finally, congratulations to MVLP for receiving the distinction of being one 

of the top non-profits in the state of Mississippi from the Mississippi 

Business Journal! This award is a reflection of the  dynamic work of our 

Board of   Directors, volunteer attorneys across the state of Mississippi 

and staff! It takes all of us to fulfill MVLP’s mission.  We are always     

grateful when we can take a step back and appreciate the work we do to 

serve so many people. 
 

As we have said time after time, your resources have been and are           

continuing to be at work.  Thank you for your impact! 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

 

Gayla Carpenter-Sanders, Esq.               Kimberly Jones, Esq. 

Executive Director/General Counsel    Board Chair 

MVLP STAFF 

Gayla Carpenter-Sanders, Esq. 

Executive Director/General Counsel 
 

Sara Cotten, Esq. 

Case Referral 

Coordinator 
 

Eden Pepper, MPPA 

Administrative 

Support Specialist 

Deborah Hicks 

Legal Intake 

Coordinator 
 

Robyn Kennebrew, MBA 

Development 

Coordinator 

    The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project, or "MVLP," is a 501(c) 

(3) non-profit legal aid organization. Formed in 1982, MVLP is the 

nation’s first formal association of a state bar association, the        

Mississippi Bar Association, and the Legal Services Corporation 

(LSC).  MVLP’s long-standing relationship with the Mississippi Bar 

and the LSC has resulted in a professional and productive            

partnership, with attorneys unselfishly offering their time and talents 

to serve Mississippi's poor and less fortunate. Even before          

completing its first year of operation, the MVLP was cited by the 

American Bar Association and the National Legal Aid and Defender 

Association as the country’s single most outstanding program among 

state bar associations. 

    For over 35 years, MVLP has helped more than 40,000 clients with 

a wide array of legal matters. More recently, the organization has   

narrowed its services to assisting clients with domestic matters     

exclusively. In addition to offering direct legal assistance to clients 

through our volunteer attorneys, MVLP hosts legal clinics throughout 

the year. The clinics, which include training seminars for the         

volunteer attorneys who assist, are designed to help the public meet 

directly with attorneys to discuss their legal matters. 

    MVLP is grateful to its volunteers for the sacrifices they make to 

change the lives of those in need. Without the contributions and    

support of volunteers and partners, MVLP could not have reached out 

to so many Mississippians in the broader effort to ensure equal    

access to justice for all. 

A BRIEF OVERVIEW 



WHAT HAPPENED IN 2019... 

480  
Total Number of  

individuals assisted  

at 2019 MVLP  

legal clinics 

301  
Total Number of 

judges, attorneys 

and law students 

who assisted/

participated in 2019 

legal clinics 

21 
Total Number of  

CLE Trainings  

held in 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHOSEN & RECOGNIZED AS A TOP              

MISSISSIPPI NON-PROFIT FOR 2019 

343  
Cases 

Closed with 

resolution 

for client 

6207 
Total Number of  

individuals & their  families  

impacted by  MVLP’s assistance 

24  
Total Number  

of clinics  

hosted by MVLP  

Over  

725  
CLE hours 

earned by  

Volunteer  

Attorneys  

in 2019. 



 

 

THANK YOU FOR WORKING WITH MVLP THROUGHOUT MISSISSIPPI 

 MVLP partners with many organizations, law firms, businesses, and law schools to host pro se legal clinics throughout             
Mississippi.  The clinics, which include training seminars for the volunteer attorneys who assist, are designed to help the public meet    
directly with attorneys to discuss their legal matters.  MVLP will help recruit local attorneys, ensure CLE credit to the attorneys who    

attend, provide malpractice liability coverage for the attorneys, and provide form pleadings  to the volunteer attorneys.  MVLP encourages          
attorneys, community leaders, and educators to partner with us to bring pro se  legal clinics to their communities.  

2019 LAW STUDENTS & NON-ATTORNEY VOLUNTEERS 

MS 13th Chancery District 

MS 18th Chancery District 

North MS Rural Legal Services  

Oxford Area Young Lawyers Association  

Sunflower County Chancery Court 

Two MS Museums 

United States District Court for the  

Southern District of MS 

National Pan-Hellenic Council:  

University of MS Chapter 

University of MS School of Law:  

Pro Bono Initiative  

Vicksburg Municipal Court 

Washington County Bar Association 

Washington County Chancery Court 

 

AARP MS 

All Saints' Episcopal Church  

Lawyers in the Parish Hall 

American Bar Endowment  

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP 

Butler Snow 

Capital Area Bar Association  

Clinton (MS) Alumnae Chapter  

of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. 

Department of Veterans Affairs:  

Healthcare for Homeless Veterans’ Program  

Entergy MS  

Families First for MS Resource Centers 

Forman Watkins & Krutz LLP 

Harrison County Bar Association 

Humphrey County Chancery Court 

Jackson Young Lawyers  

Lafayette County Bar Association 

Life Core 

Madison County Bar Association 

Magnolia Bar Association 

Mission First  

MS Access to Justice Commission  

MS Bar Association 

MS Center for Legal Services  

MS Chapter – Federal Bar Association 

MS College School of Law 

MS Women Lawyers Association  

MS 5th Chancery District 

MS 6th Chancery District 

MS 11th Chancery District 

 

2019 COMMUNITY PARTNERS  

Latanya Allen 

Asma Al-Sherri 

Tonya Anderson   

Jade Ball 

Elena Bauer 

Laura Brady 

Cindy Bray 

Kerri Brown 

Claudia Brunson 

Alysha Carter 

Kaylyn Caston 

Shannon Coleman 

Allie Cooper 

Laura Cooper 

Alexandria Diggs 

Hallie Donaldson 

Brittney Eakins 

Akeena Edwards 

Kelton Ekblad 

Mackenzie Ellis 

Kaelyn Fillingon 

Sumner Fortenberry 

Michelle Freeman 

D'Andrea Gilmore  

Michael Gorden 

JeCorria Grandberry 

Bre Grant 

Lynette Grimmett 

Octavius Henderson 

Cymber Hubbard 

Terrence Hunter 

Arthur Johnston 

Karmel Keeton 

Edward Kennebrew 

Alan Langley 

Grace Lawton 

LaKayla Love 

Kayse Machan 

Hart Pepper Martin 

Lindsay Massey 

Molly McNair 

Larner Mills 

Valerie Mims 

Allison Minicky 

Emily Payne 

Sophie Pettey 

Drew Pettus 

Sarah Phillips 

Anne Piervil 

McKenna Raney-Gray 

Rhea Richardson 

Juan Riojas 

Yumekia Rushing 

Karen Shearer 

Corban Snider 

Sherwin Sulit 

Mack-Arthur Turner 

Erika Thomas 

Cesar Vazquez 

Donna Walker 

Brianna Warner 

Janie Wells 

Melanie West 

Miyah Westbrook 

Shayla White 

Keleigh Williams 

Kimberly Williams 

Carnice Woods 



THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 MVLP VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS 

 

1. Professional Responsibility. 

       Each member of the Mississippi Bar in good standing and not exempt hereunder, as part of the member’s professional responsibility, should 

 render pro bono legal services to the poor and 

 participate, to the extent 102 possible, in other pro bono service activities that directly relate to the legal needs of the poor. 

 

2. Discharge of the Professional Responsibility to Provide Pro Bono Legal Services to the Poor.   

       The professional responsibility to provide pro bono legal services to the poor may be discharged by: 

 annually providing at least 20 hours of pro bono legal services to the poor, or 

 annually providing at least 20 hours of pro bono legal services to charitable, religious, civic, community, governmental or  

         educational organizations for the purpose of providing legal counsel and representation to the poor, or 

 making an annual contribution of at least $200 to the Mississippi Bar, which will be used by the Bar to provide legal services  

          to the poor through legal aid organizations. 

Rule 6.1  Voluntary  Pro  Bono Public  Service  

Mary Clift Abdalla, Esq.  

Mark Alexander, Esq.  

Les Alvis, Esq.  

Shani M. Butler Anderson, Esq.  

Coolidge Anderson, Jr., Esq.  

Paula G. Ardelean, Esq.  

Mimi Arthur, Esq.  

Ashley Atkinson, Esq.  

Payne Atkinson, Esq.  

Pam Bach, Esq.  

Simon Bailey, Esq.  

Allison Baker, Esq.  

Larry Baker, Esq.  

Sam Barber, Esq.  

Amanda Barbour, Esq.  

Martha Barnes, Esq.  

Zeb Baucum IV, Esq.  

Jeffery Blackwood, Esq.  

Paul Blake, Esq.  

Rebekah Bland, Esq.  

Catouche Body, Esq.  

Angela Boisseau, Esq.  

Jay Bolin, Esq.  

Danielle Brewer Jones, Esq.  

Wesley Broadhead, Esq.  

Lindy Brown, Esq.  

Tammye Brown, Esq.  

Stacey Moore Buchanan, Esq.  

Dana Bumgardener, Esq.  

Thomas Busby, Esq.  

Zachary Busey, Esq.  

Roy Campbell, Esq.  

Melissa Carleton, Esq.  

Graham Carner, Esq.  

Richard Carter, III, Esq.  

Jeremy Chalmers, Esq.  

Justice David Chandler, Esq.  

Bryant Clark, Esq.  

Bridgett M. Clayton, Esq.  

Megan Cole, Esq.  

T. Harris Collier, III, Esq.  

Megan Conner, Esq.  

Laura Cooper, Esq.  

Meta Copeland, Esq.  

Doug Crosby, Esq.  

Susan Culpepper, Esq.  

Margaret Cupples, Esq.  

Frank Dantone, Esq.  

Deborah S. Davis, Esq.  

Larissa Davis, Esq.  

Walt Davis, Esq.  

Christopher W. Derrick, Esq.  

Carmen Drake, Esq.  

Chris Dunnells, Esq.  

Christopher Espy, Esq.  

R. Benton Evans, Esq.  

Alexis Farmer, Esq.  

John Fike, Esq.  

Susan Margaret Floyd, Esq.  

Carnelia Fondren, Esq.  

Patti Gandy, Esq.  

Adam Gates, Esq.  

Tanisha Gates, Esq.  

Mary Margaret Gay, Esq.  

Corey Gibson, Esq.  

Marshall Goff, Esq.  

Tiffany Graves, Esq.  

Steven Gray, Esq.  

Rafael Green, Esq.  

Venecca Green Mason, Esq.  

Haley Gregory, Esq.  

Patrick Guild, Esq.  

Ashley Gunn, Esq.  

Clay Gunn, Esq.  

Jennifer Hall, Esq.  

Erica Haymer, Esq.  

Adam Hays, Esq.  

Steve Headrick, Esq.  

Joel Henderson, Esq.  

Tammy Henderson, Esq.  

Carlyn Hicks, Esq.  

Bobby Higginbotham, Jr., Esq.  

Lauren Hillery, Esq.  

Glenn Holman, Esq.  

Diandra Hosey, Esq.  

Cindy Howell, Esq.  

Josie Hudson, Esq.  

Rebecca Hutchins, Esq.  

Donna Jacobs, Esq.  

Gwendolyn Jimison, Esq.  

Mackin Johnson, Esq.  

Christi Jones, Esq.  

Connie Jones, Esq.  

Melissa Jones, Esq.  

Sarah Beth Jones, Esq.  

James B. Justice, Esq.  

Deborah Kennedy, Esq.  

Chad King, Esq.  

Lynn King, Esq.  

Melissa King, Esq.  

Edward Lamar, Esq.  

Cynthia Lee, Esq.  

Perry E. Littlefield, Esq.  

Jessica London-Roundtree, Esq.  

Caroline Loveless, Esq.  

Zachary Madison, Esq.  

Sarah Mann, Esq.  

Leo Manuel, Esq.  

Kate Margolis, Esq.  

Ruth Maron, Esq.  

Greta Martin, Esq.  

Alexander Martin, II, Esq.  

Carolyn McAlister, Esq.  

Marcus McLelland, Esq.  

J. Marquies McMillian, Esq.  

Taylor McNeel, Esq.  

Margarette Meeks, Esq.  

Kimberly Merchant, Esq.  

Heidi Milam, Esq.  

Donovan Mitchell, Esq.  

Victoria Mitchell, Esq.  

Sondra Moncure, Esq.  

Mary Clay Morgan, Esq.  

Sam Morris, IV, Esq.  

BJ Morrow, Esq.  

Jarrod Mumford, Esq.  

Alicia Netterville, Esq.  

Dinetia Newman, Esq.  

Timothy Ngau, Esq.  

Hiawatha Northington II, Esq.  

Kevin Null, Esq.  

Reed Nunnelee, Esq.  

Kathleen O'Beirne, Esq.  

Demetrica Olabintan, Esq.  

Beth Owens, Esq.  

Jason Owens, Esq.  

Bob Pedersen, Esq.  

Elizabeth Penn, Esq.  

M. Brant Pettis, Esq.  

Amy Pietrowski, Esq.  

Thomas Powell, Esq.  

Darnell Pratt, II, Esq.  

Amanda Proctor, Esq.  

Chris Purdum, Esq.  

Bradley Rath, Esq.  

Alecia Reed-Owens, Esq.  

Mandie Robinson, Esq.  

Charliene Roemer, Esq.  

Danette Corder Roland, Esq.  

Tyler Royals, Esq.  

Leigh Ann Rutherford, Esq.  

Angela Lockett Sampson, Esq.  

William R. Sanders, Jr., Esq.  

JD Sanford, Esq.  

Jason Savarese, Esq.  

Karen Sawyer, Esq.  

Susan Scaggs, Esq.  

Christina Seanor, Esq.  

David Sessums, Esq.  

Seth Shannon, Esq.  

Christopher Shaw, Esq.  

Gordon Shaw, Esq.  

Frank Shaw, Jr., Esq.  

JoAnne Nelson Shepherd, Esq.  

Al Shiyou, Esq.  

Kris Simpson, Esq.  

LaToyia Slay Cooley, Esq.  

Jacqueline Smith, Esq.  

Margaret Smith, Esq.  

Patricia Peterson Smith, Esq.  

R. Stewart Smith, Esq.  

Francis Springer, Esq.  

Sandra Stasher, Esq.  

Tracy Steen, Esq.  

Mallory Street, Esq.  

Christian Strickland, Esq.  

Rus Sykes, Esq.  

Amy Taylor, Esq.  

Robin Taylor, Esq.  

Shakita Taylor, Esq.  

Robert Lee Thomas, Esq.  

Matthew Thompson, Esq.  

Amanda Tollison, Esq.  

Kaye Trapp, Esq.  

Taylor Tucker, Esq.  

Kathy B. Van Zutphen, Esq.  

Tara Walker, Esq.  

Gerald Waltman, Esq.  

Victoria Washington, Esq.  

Colleen Welch, Esq.  

Crystal Welch, Esq.  

Paul Welch, Jr., Esq.  

Ophelia Renee Wells, Esq.  

Christine Whitman, Esq.  

Marvin Wiggins, Jr., Esq.  

Ingrid Williams, Esq.  

Michael Williams, Esq.  

Seirra Williams, Esq.  

Trena Williams, Esq.  

Shannon Williams Coleman, Esq.  

Malissa Wilson, Esq.  

Steve Wright, Esq.  

Harry Yoste, Esq.  

Kasey Burney Young, Esq.  

Charles E. Yow, II, Esq.  



The Beacon of Justice Award 
 

The Beacon of Justice Award recognizes an individual who has exhibited outstanding leadership in                           

promoting and supporting equal access to justice, particularly as it relates to pro bono services  

in Mississippi. 
 

Honorable Deborah J. Gambrell  

Chancellor of Tenth Chancery District 

2019 MVLP PRO BONO RECEPTION & HONOREES 

Curtis E. Coker Access to Justice Award 
 

The Curtis E. Coker Access to Justice Award is presented to an individual, law firm or other organization 

that has provided or helped to provide outstanding pro bono legal services during the previous year.      

The main purpose of this Award is to foster awareness of the need for involvement of the private bar in        

delivering legal services to the poor, particularly through MVLP.  
 

The Award was originally established as the Pro Bono Project's President Award.  However, in 2002 after 

the death of former   Mississippi Bar President Curtis E. Coker, the name was changed in his honor.  Mr. 

Coker was a leading advocate in the cause of making legal services available to all without regard to 

need.  MVLP was established during Mr. Coker's term as Bar President. 
 

 

Seth Shannon, Esq. 

Chairman of the Board’s Torchbearer Award 
 

This award honors firms and individuals who have financially   

contributed to MVLP’s mission throughout the years.  
 

Bradley Arant Boult & Cummings, LLP 

 

The Pro Bono Awards 
 

The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project (MVLP) Pro Bono Awards recognizes individual lawyers, law firms, 

law students, law schools and other institutions in the legal profession throughout Mississippi that were involved in     

 significant pro bono efforts from  June 1, 2018 through June 1, 2019. 

Ellen Robb Shakita Taylor Lee County Bar Association 



THANK YOU  TO  OUR 2019 DONORS  

Lead 
 

Capital Area Bar Association 

 

Benefactor 
 

Butler Snow LLP 

Jackson Young Lawyers Association 

The MS Volunteer Lawyers Project (MVLP) would like to thank the following individuals, businesses, organizations and agencies  that 

helped to make MVLP’s 2019 fundraising efforts a huge success, including those who donated to the Pro Bono Awards Reception. 

Because of your support, MVLP can continue to advance justice and restore hope in the lives of many Mississippi residents              

in need of legal services. We appreciate your investment in MVLP’s programs.  

Friend 

Partner 
Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC 

Balch & Bingham LLP 

BankPlus 

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP  

Entergy Corporation Legal Department 

Litigation Section of the MS Bar 

Trustmark 

Advocate  
Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes, PLLC 

Campaign to Elect Stephen Spencer 

MS Women Lawyers Association  

Business Law Section of the MS Bar 

Alexander Law, PA 

Alternate Dispute Resolution Section  

of The MS Bar 

Appellate Practice Section  of The MS Bar 

BeCloud, LLC 

Don Cannada, Esq. 

Cascio Consulting/Tammra Cascio 

Vincent & Deborah  Gambrell Chambers 

Courtney Cockrell, Esq. 

Sid Davis, Esq. 

Estates & Trust Section of The MS Bar 

Family Law Section of The MS Bar 

Steven T. Gray, Esq. 

Derek & Jennifer Hall 

Health Law Section of The MS Bar 

Intellectual Property, Entertainment & Sports  

Law Section of The MS Bar 

Hugh D. Keating, Esq. 

Labor & Employment Law Section  

of The MS Bar 

Law Office of Shakita L. Taylor 

Kimberly Merchant, Esq. 

Mary Clay Morgan, Esq. 

MS College School of Law 

Timothy A. Ngau, Esq. 

Ben J. Piazza, Jr., Esq. 

Real Property Section of The MS Bar 

William “Bill” Reed, Esq. 

Rush Law Firm 

Mr. & Mrs. L.F. Sams, Jr. 

Seth & Avery Shannon 

Simmons & Simmons PLLC 

SONREEL Section of The MS Bar 

Springer Law Office, PLLC 

Taxation Section of The MS Bar 

Teller, Hassell & Hopson, LLP 

The Hall Law Group, PLLC 

Matthew Thompson, Esq. 

University of MS School of Law 

Professor Deborah Bell & Neil White 

Williford, McAllister, Jacobus & White 

Workers Compensation Section   

of The MS Bar 

Susan G. Zachos, Esq. 

 



PRACTICAL VISION

INCREASED DIVERSITY AND AMOUNT OF REVENUE
 Maximize Legal Services Corporation funding
 20% increase in overall revenue
 15% increase in private donations through increased visibility
 Increased donations from corporations through an establish private sector

strategy
 Increase fundraising by 25% and coordinate with other organizations

ENHANCED PARTNERSHIPS
 Strengthened relationships with judges and court administrators
 Active relationships chancellor in every district committed to successful

clinics
 An identified MVLP partner in East district that connects MVLP to

the district

MAXIMIZED CLINIC IMPACT
 More specialized area clinics
 Clinics in all districts with regularly scheduled clinic days
 Increase in “judge on the bench” clinics
 Increase in closed cases through clinics
 Increase in Washington County structured clinics
 Increase in cases closed as judgments by 25% through clinics
 Support for pro se litigations in each district

INCREASED ATTORNEY INVOLVEMENT 
 Improved attorney recruitment and business / community partnerships
 20% increase in volunteer attorneys through intentional recruiting
 Re-engage the big 13 firms
 Review, update, and relaunch the “13” manuals

EFFECTIVE OPERATIONS
 A diversified board (expertise, resource, and relationship diversity)
 Board members more actively involved
 Defined reasonable requirements for board membership and participation
 Leveraged technology for lawyers, students, and clients to improve clinic

effectiveness
 Needs assessment conducted targeting the general public and attorneys
 Increase in staffing by one person

IMPROVED OUTCOMES FOR DIRECT REPRESENTATION CASES
 25% increase in cases closed and judgments across all programs

What do we hope to see in place in three years as a result of our efforts?
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STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS
What innovative practical actions will deal with the Underlying  
Contradiction and move us toward our Practical Vision?

 Launch five new attorney outreach events with firms and bar associations
 Update and renew pro bono manual and big 13
 Reformulate clinics for uniform and efficient approach (best practices)
 Relaunch lawyer recruitment efforts statewide
 Engage and educate stakeholders on benefits of clinics
 Strengthen local court relationships
 Strengthen attorney incentives to increase participation
 Re-engage and revive relationships with legal profession and judges
 Strengthen storytelling of MVLP impact
 Train and motivate volunteer attorneys
 Celebrate judges and lawyers who help MVLP
 Gain Mississippi Supreme Court buy-in for lawyer volunteerism

 Initiate partnerships and implement communications among organizations 
 Rebrand to show broader impact on community
 Document and analyze community needs 
 Generate public interest through public relations
 Engage partners that have similar goals to adopt a wholistic approach 

through partner alignment 

 Develop fundraising by formal / informal partnerships
 Redirect efforts through collaborative fundraising
 Develop relationships with five new corporate funders
 Pursue and generate income from non-lawyer sources

 Draft expectations for board member engagement and accountability
 Develop and communicate a board charter that outlines expectations for 

board member engagement
 Reform leadership standards and empower staff to effectively use  

resources

Goal 1 | EXPAND LEGAL (JUDICIAL) NETWORK TO ADVANCE IMPACT TO  
  BROADEN THE IMPACT OF OUR WORK

Goal 2 | INCREASE AND ENHANCE PARTNERSHIPS WITH COMMUNITY  
  PARTNERS FOR EXPANDED REACH

Goal 3 | INCREASE AND DIVERSIFY REVENUE GENERATED FROM  
  FUNDRAISING AND INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

Goal 4 | EXPAND AND REALIGN ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP CAPACITY  
  TO MAXIMIZE GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS 
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Mississippi Volunteer  

Lawyers Project 

@MVLP 

CONNECT WITH US: 

Matthew Thompson, Esq. 
Jackson, MS 

 

Joshua Tom, Esq. 
Jackson, MS 

 

Board Members  whose term  

ended July 31, 2019: 
 

Jessica Dupont, Esq. 
Pascagoula, MS 

 

Honorable Debra Giles 
Indianola, MS 

 

Samantha Moore, Esq. 
Ridgeland, MS 

 

Jennifer Riley-Collins, Esq. 
Jackson, MS 

 

Ben Cole, Esq. 
Oxford, MS  

 

Ratoya Gilmer, Esq. 
Jackson, MS  

 

Mary Clay Morgan, Esq. 
2016-2017 Board Chair  

Jackson, MS 
 

Reed Nunnelee, Esq. 
Ridgeland, MS  

 

Anna K. Rush 
Hattiesburg, MS   

 

Neysha Sanders, Esq. 
Greenwood, MS  

 

Honorable Derrick Simmons 
Greenville, MS 

Jennie Eichelberger, Esq. 
Immediate Past Board Chair 

Jackson, MS 
 

Catherine Bell, Esq. 
Ridgeland, MS 

 

Honorable Carter Bise 
Gulfport, MS 

 

Sam Buchanan, Esq. 
Hattiesburg, MS 

 

David Calder, Esq. 
Oxford, MS 

 

Tammra Cascio, Esq. 
2017-2018 Board Chair  

Jackson, MS 
 

 

P.O. Box 1503  

Jackson, MS  39215 

Phone:  601-960-9577                                         

Fax:  601-944-9678 

www.mvlp.org  

Kimberly Merchant, Esq. 
Board Chair 
Indianola, MS 

 

Courtney Cockrell, Esq. 
Vice Chair 
Jackson, MS  

 

Walter Boone, Esq. 
Treasurer 

Jackson, MS 
 

Ben Piazza, Jr. 
Secretary 

Jackson, MS 
 

Stephen Spencer, Esq. 
Parliamentarian 

Tupelo, MS 

MVLP Board of Directors 

 

Adoption: A person may be adopted regardless of age. If the natural parents of the person to be adopted are 

still living, then the parents must either consent to the adoption or their parental rights must be terminated. 
 

Advanced Healthcare Directives: An advanced healthcare directive, sometimes referred to as a “living will”, 

allows one to appoint an agent to make health care decisions for you when you are unable to do so for 

yourself as well as set forth your wishes as to end-of-life decisions. 
 

Birth  Certificate  Correction/Name  Change: For  the  procurement  of  benefits, identification documents 

or other needs, Mississippi allows changes/alterations to  birth certificates  at  the discretion of courts and 

the state's vital records  agency. 
 

Conservatorship: Conservatorships are granted when a person, by  reason  of  advanced  age,  physical    

incapacity or mental  weakness,  is no longer able to properly  care for his or herself. 
 

Desertion Divorce: To obtain this type of divorce, a spouse must have left the marital home, been gone for 

one continuous year and not tried to return to the marriage.  A witness is required to support claims of 

desertion. 
 

Emancipation: The age of majority in Mississippi is twenty-one (21). To become emancipated before    

twenty-one (21), a minor must file a petition in writing and join a "next friend", typically a biological parent or 

next of kin. 
 

Felony Expungement:  The legal process that allows a person’s criminal record to be treated as if it no 

longer exist.  A person may file a petition with the court for expungement of a felony. 
 

Guardianship: A guardian other than the parents may be appointed over a minor child where either of the 

child's parents is deceased and/ or the minor's parents or a surviving parent is unable to fulfill the          

obligations of a parent. 
 

Irreconcilable Differences Divorce: Both parties must want to be divorced and agree to all terms of the  

divorce.  The waiting period before the divorce can be final is sixty (60) days. 
 

Power of Attorney: A power of attorney is a document by which one person appoints another as his or her 

agent and allows that agent in certain circumstance specified in the document to act on his or her behalf   

Power of Attorney enables one to appoint an agent to act on your behalf in financial and/or economic    

matters. 
 

Sentenced to Penitentiary Divorce:   To obtain this type of divorce, a spouse must be or have been            

incarcerated in a state or federal prison. 
 

Wills: A will  is a legal document that states one's desires concerning what will happen to assets after death. 

A will also contains other specific directions concerning who is to follow the instructions of the will and who 

will care for minor children that may be left behind. 

MVLP SNAPSHOT OF SERVICES 
2019 SUMMARIZED                        

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
The numbers below are unaudited.  There will be a 2019 audit completed  

mid-year.  A copy of the audit will be available upon request. 




